Communications Committee of

Dukes County Charter Study Commission

May 8, 2007 Meeting Minutes


Present: 
Mimi Davisson, Tad Crawford, Richard Knabel, Jeff Kristal, Paddy Moore

Absent:
Bill O’Brien

Next Meeting:  Monday, May 14, 11 a.m., Airport Conference Room. 

DECISIONS

· Recommend to the full Commission: 

· Conduct sessions to learn about other counties’ experiences on Thursday, July 19, and Thursday, July 26, in place of regular July DCCSC meetings.

· Sessions to be held 7 – 9 p.m.

· Guest speakers from Hampshire, Franklin, and Barnstable Counties as well as state legislators to be invited.   A&F and NACO representatives will probably be brought in later as needed.

· Format to be remarks from guest speaker(s), followed by Q & A.

· Primary focus to be educating the Charter Study Commission members.

· Public to be invited.  Low-key publicity;  but to be started well in advance of sessions.

· Island leadership (Boards of Selectmen, etc) to receive special invitations.

· No special outside organizing support required.

· It is time to begin actively fostering a working relationship with the press.

· New Communications Committee member Richard Knabel will be the Commission’s liaison to MVTV.

· Communications Committee meetings will move to Mondays, 11 a.m., starting Monday, May 14.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

Paddy

1. Collect town meeting responses from Aquinnah, Chilmark, Edgartown, and mail and add to compilation of town meeting responses

2. Re-schedule Linday Deveney (Hampshire County) and Pennington Geis (Franklin County) from July 18 to July 19.

3. Find a Barnstable County representative to talk with Commission about Barnstable experiences on July 26.

4. Invite Congressman Bill Delahunt to the July experience sessions.

5. Schedule a kick-off meeting with the MVTimes.

Mimi

1. Get more familiar with the DCCSC website and work with Holly to create a simple users’ guide.

2. Schedule Representative Eric Turkington for July 19 session;  and Senator Rob O’Leary for July 26 session.

3. Schedule a kick-off meeting with the Vineyard Gazette (to be done in collaboration with Bill).

Bill

1. Contact Oak Bluffs Selectmen – preferably person-to-person – to invite them to the Thursday, May 10, Listening Session.

2. Schedule a kick-off meeting with the Vineyard Gazette (to be done in collaboration with Mimi).

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

· Approval of last meeting’s minutes.

· Follow-up on outstanding Action Items.

· Detail planning for sessions to learn about other counties’ experiences.  

· How can the full Commission and the public brainstorm about opportunities for improved or new shared services in Dukes County
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